
School News 
Go Red Wings! 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Thank you in advance for taking the time to visit us 
next week to discuss your child’s progress. The 4th 
grade team is looking forward to meeting with you. 

As always, please contact your child's teacher at 
any time with concerns or questions.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Report Cards 

The first quarter will end on Friday, Nov 1st.
Report Cards will be available on ParentVUE on 

November 11th and 3:00. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

November Character Trait: Gratitude

Take some time to talk about gratitude with your 
child at the dinner table this month.  Discuss ways 

to show gratitude towards adults and peers and 
how to respond when gratitude is given to you. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Main Office: Dismissal Changes

The main office has asked each teacher to please 
remind parents to notice the office of any dismissal 

changes prior to 2:00 using the link below. Only 
emergency dismissal changes should be made after 

2:00! 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSdqEKPhdBqSCczi8O4fRQhcX4HM9W4ovf00h06-
xX_VWS6atw/viewform

Prodigy and FrontRow in school. We encourage 
students to also use the programs at home!

Classroom News        
Imagine, Believe, Soar!! 

American Education Week! 

Nov.18th – 22nd, 2019
You’re Invited!

Come support American Education Week by joining 
your child in their classroom to test your 4th grade 
math skills! 

When: Tuesday, Nov 19
Time: 8:30-9:30 
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November Curriculum 2019

Reading- Finish Unit 1 Interpreting Characters. Start Unit 
2 Reading the Weather. 

Writing: Begin writing Persuasive Essays. 

Virginia Studies: Begin studying Colonial Virginia (see 
attached study guide) 

Science: Begin studying Weather (see attached study 
guide) 

Math: Continue learning Multiplication and begin 
Division unit. 



Questions to Ask
Your Child to Help
Prepare for the Test

SOL Essential Questions:
• What effect did agriculture
have on the Virginia Colony?
• How did agriculture in the
Virginia Colony influence the
institution of slavery?
• How did the culture of
colonial Virginia reflect beliefs,
customs, and architecture of
Europeans, Africans, and
American Indians?
• Where did the various cultural
groups settle?
• What were some reasons why
the capital was moved from
Jamestown to Williamsburg?
• What were some reasons why
the capital was moved from
Williamsburg to Richmond?
• What forms of exchange were
used in the Virginia Colony?
• How did resources influence
the food, housing, and clothing in
colonial Virginia?
• How was everyday life
different for whites, enslaved
African Americans, and free
African Americans in colonial
Virginia?

What Are We Studying Now?
What was life like in the early days of the Virginia Colony?

In this unit we will be discussing some very important
issues and ideas as we learn about tobacco, slavery, colonial
life and culture, and resources.

Great Places to Visit to Enhance Learning
The locations listed below all have programs or exhibits

on colonial life in Virginia.
• Belle Grove Plantation in Middletown
• Claude Moore Colonial Farm in McLean
• Colonial Williamsburg in Williamsburg
• The Frontier Culture Museum of Virginia in Staunton
• Mount Vernon in Mount Vernon
• Shirley Plantation in Charles City County

Talk About It!
• In an effort to try to explain how Virginia became
dependent on slave labor, discuss a current industry that
your child is familiar with and point out what that business
is dependent on.
• Look around your community and try to identify places
or things that reflect specific origins.
• If you are familiar with the cultures of other states or
countries, share these with your child so that he or she can
identify what is unique about Virginia’s culture.
• Decide if money, bartering, or credit is used the most
within your family among siblings, parents and children,
and parents themselves.
• Discuss how your family dresses and feeds itself. Identify
the natural, human, and capital resources that go into
making your clothes and providing your food.
• Compare your family’s everyday life with that of one of
the colonial groups your child is studying.

CHAPTER
FOUR:

COLONIAL
VIRGINIA
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a) explaining the importance of agriculture and
its influence on the institution of slavery.
• Cash crop: a crop that is grown to sell for money
rather than for use by the growers.
• The economy of the Virginia Colony depended on
agriculture as a primary source of wealth.
• Tobacco became the most profitable agricultural
product.
• Tobacco was sold in England as a cash crop.
• The successful planting of tobacco depended on a
steady and inexpensive source of labor.
• African men, women, and children were brought to
the colony and enslaved to work on the plantations.
• The Virginia Colony became dependent on slave
labor, and this dependence lasted a long time.
b) describing how the culture of colonial
Virginia reflected the origins of European
(English, Scots-Irish, German) immigrants,
Africans, and American Indians.
• Whenever people settle an area, they change the
culture and landscape to reflect their beliefs, customs,
and architecture.
• Examples of architecture that reflect different
cultures include: barns, homes, places of worship
(e.g., churches).
• Place names reflecting culture: English – Richmond,
American Indian – Roanoke
• English and other Europeans settled primarily in
Coastal Plain (Tidewater) and Piedmont Regions.
• Germans and Scots-Irish settled primarily in the
Shenandoah Valley, which was along the migration
route.
• Africans were settled primarily in the Coastal Plain
(Tidewater) and Piedmont Regions, where tobacco
agriculture required a great deal of labor.
• Prior to the arrival of the settlers, American Indians
lived throughout Virginia. After the settlers arrived,
most were forced inland.
• Migration and living in new areas caused people to
adapt old customs to their new environment.
c) explaining the reasons for the relocation of
Virginia’s capital from Jamestown to
Williamsburg to Richmond.
• Reasons why the capital was moved from
Jamestown to Williamsburg: drinking water was
contaminated by seepage of salt water, unhealthy
living conditions caused diseases, fire destroyed

wooden and brick building at Jamestown.
• Reasons why the capital was moved from
Williamsburg to Richmond: population was moving
westward, Richmond was a more central location,
moving to Richmond increased the distance from
attack by the British.
• England became Great Britain in the early 1700s.
d) describing howmoney, barter, and credit
were used.
• Money: a medium of exchange (currency, which
includes coins and paper bills)
• Barter: trading/exchanging of goods and services
without the use of money
• Credit: buying a good or service now and paying
for it later
• Debt: a good or service owed to another
• Saving: money put away to keep or to spend at a
later time
• Few people had paper money and coins to use to
buy goods and services.
• Barter was commonly used instead of money.
• Tobacco was used as money. A tobacco farmer
could use his tobacco to pay for goods and services.
• Farmers and other consumers could also buy goods
and services on credit and pay their debts when their
crops were harvested and sold.
• Colonial Virginia had no banks.
e) describing everyday life in colonial Virginia.
• People living in colonial Virginia depended on
natural, human, and capital resources to produce the
goods and services they needed.
• Food: food choices were limited; meals were made
of local produce and meats.
• Housing: most people lived in one-room homes
with dirt floors; some people (farmers) lived in large
houses.
• Clothing: households made their own clothes;
most clothing was made of cotton, wool, and leather.
• Most white Virginians made their living from the
land as small farmers. A few owned large farms
(plantations).
• Most enslaved African Americans worked tobacco,
crops, and livestock. Enslaved African Americans had
no rights.
• Many free African Americans owned their own
business and property, but were denied most rights.

Essential Knowledge for Chapter Four (VS.4)

The student will demonstrate knowledge of life in the Virginia Colony by:
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HOW CAN I 
HELP AT HOME? 
Be your child’s weather-buddy! 

Weather is all around us. Help your 

child become more aware of how 

the weather affects your family life. 

• Have some fun by keeping a

journal of cloud observations. Make

weather predictions based on those

observations.

• Make a rain gauge and chart the

precipitation data for your

neighborhood.

• If the forecast is for stormy

weather, help your child make

observations of the conditions

leading up to the storm. Any or all

of these will tie life at home directly

into the science classroom.

SCIENTIFIC  INVESTIGATION, 
REASONING AND LOGIC 

4.6 The student will investigate and understand how weather conditions and 
phenomena occur and can be predicted. Key concepts include: 

a) weather phenomena;

b) weather measurements and meteorological tools; and

c) use of weather measurements and weather phenomena to make weather

predictions.

WHAT IS EXPECTED OF MY CHILD? 
In order to meet this standard, it is expected that students will: 

• design an investigation in which a thermometer is used to compare air

temperatures over a period of time.

• analyze the changes in air pressure occurring over time, using a barometer,

and predict what the changes mean in terms of changing weather patterns.

• illustrate and label high and low pressures on a map

• differentiate between the types of weather associated with high and low

pressure air masses. Illustrate and label high and low pressure air masses and

warm and cold fronts.

• differentiate between cloud types (i.e., cirrus, stratus, cumulus, and cumulo- 

nimbus clouds) and the associated weather.

• compare and contrast the formation of different types of precipitation (e.g.,

rain, snow, sleet, and hail).

• recognize a variety of storm types, describe the weather conditions

associated with each, and explain when they occur (e.g., thunderstorms,

hurricanes, and tornadoes).

• analyze and report information about temperature and precipitation on

weather maps.

• measure wind speed using an anemometer.

• measure precipitation with a rain gauge.

• design an investigation in which weather data are gathered using

meteorological tools and charted to make weather predictions.
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GRADE FOUR 

SCIENCE 
UPDATE 

CHAPTER SIX 

WILD WEATHER 
From sunny skies to snowy days and 

everything in between. 
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WILD WEATHER STUDY GUIDE 
 

Meteorologists use weather data to forecast weather. The instruments below are some of the tools 

meteorologists use to collect data. 
 

Thermometer 

 

Measures the amount of 
heat energy in the air. 

Baromometer 
 

 

Measures the amount 
of air pressure 

Rain Gauge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Measures the amount 
of precipitation 

Anemometer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Measures wind speed 

 

 
 

AIR PRESSURE 
 

Air pressure is the force created by 

the weight of air molecules. It is 

constantly changing due to 

temperature and wind. Air 

pressure can help forecast weather. 

HIGH PRESSURE 
Areas of high pressure often 

indicate fair weather. On a 

weather map, high pressure 

areas are shown with a large 

blue capital 

H
 

LOW PRESSURE 
Areas of low pressure often 

indicate rainy or stormy weather. 

On a weather map, low pressure 

areas are shown with a large red 

capital   

L
 

 
 

FRONTS 
 

COLD FRONT 
A mass of cooler air is approaching 

a mass of warmer air. Cold fronts 

are shown on a map as a line of 

blue triangles. The blue triangles 

point in the direction the mass is 

moving. Cold fronts bring cooler 

temperatures. 
 

WARM FRONT 
A mass of warmer air is 

approaching a mass of cooler air. 

Warm fronts are shown on a map 

as a line of red semicircles. The 

side of the line that the semicircles 

are on is the direction the mass is 

moving. Warm fronts bring 

warmer temperatures. 

Fronts describe the boundaries between 

different masses of air. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Find the following on this weather map: 

• A high pressure area • A low pressure area 

• A cold front • A warm front 



Copyright 2012, Five Ponds Press. All Rights Reserved 

R E P R O D U C I B L E  89  2  O F  2  

 

CLOUDS 
 

Clouds can help forecast the weather. 
 

 

Cumulus 

 

• Fluffy white clouds 

with flat bottoms 

• Usually indicate fair 

weather 

 

Stratus 

 

• Smooth, gray clouds 

that block sunlight and 

cover the sky 

• Often indicate light 

rain or drizzle 

 

Cumulo-nimbus 
 

• Cumulus 

clouds that 

grow in  

height and 

darken on the 

bottom 

• Usually 

indicate 

thunderstorms 

 

Cirrus 
 

 
 

• Feathery, wispy clouds 

• Indicate fair weather 

now but often mean that 

rain or snow will fall 

within several hours 

 

PRECIPITATION 
 

Rain 

Rain happens 

when  liquid 

droplets or ice crystals 

become larger and fall 

from the clouds. The 

air beneath the cloud 

must be above 

freezing for rain to 

fall. 

Snow Snow 

happens when ice 

crystals fall from 

clouds. The air 

beneath the clouds 

must be below 

freezing for snow to 

fall.    

Sleet 
As ice crystals fall 

from clouds they pass 

through a layer of air 

that is above freezing, 

which causes them to 

melt. Then they pass 

through a layer of air 

below freezing, which 

causes them to freeze 

again and land as sleet. 

Hail When 

ice crystal are 

tossed up and down 

within a cloud they 

collect liquid droplets 

which freeze in layers 

around the ice crystal. 

The ice crystals grow 

bigger until they fall 

from the cloud as 

balls of ice. 

 

 

SEVERE  WEATHER 

 
 
 
 

Weather Conditions 

 

When They 
Happen Most 

Often in Virginia 

 

 

 
Thunderstorms 

 

 
Moist air, wind, and warm temperatures 

cause air to rise 

 

 
spring 

and summer 

 
 

Hurricanes 

 

Low pressure, very moist air from warm 

ocean water, and winds blowing in one 

direction 

 

summer 

and fall 

 
 

Tornadoes 

Rotating thunderstorms that form when 

warm, moist air meets cold, dry air can 

produce funnels of air that can turn into 

vertical tornadoes 

 
spring 

and summer 


	November Newsletter 2015.pdf
	VirginiaStudiesReproducibles 53
	VirginiaStudiesReproducibles 54
	G4-SCI-Reproducibles 93

	Blank Page



